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BACKGROUND

The increase in medical malpractice insurance
premiums and litigation risks are widely
recognized among OB/GYNs1?2.

Little is known about the characteristics of
OB/GYNs with medical malpractice payment
reports (MMPR).

METHODS

< The National Practitioner Data Bank (NPDB)
was created by the Health Care Quality
Improvement Act of 1986 and began
operation in 1990. Detailed NPDB information
IS available at: http://www.npdb-
hipdb.hrsa.gov/index.|sp.

“ Types of available information are
v"Medical malpractice payment reports

v Adverse action reports: state licensure,
clinical privilege/membership action,
professional society membership, Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA),
Medicare/Medicaid exclusions.

“* NPDB research dataset was linked to
external data (2011) to obtain additional
Information regarding physician specialty,
gender, and current age.

% 1991-2011 NPDB data with specialty
Information from the external data source
were analyzed using SAS 9.3.

OBJECTIVE

+» Describe the characteristics of OB/GYNs with

Medical Malpractice Payment Reports in the
NPDB.

» ldentify variations with regard to age, gender,
and malpractice payment report amounts.

RESULTS

*» While OB/GYN has historically been a male
dominated field, females have increasingly
entered OB/GYN practices over the last
decade.

*» Most females experienced their first MMPR
between 25 and 44 years of age while males
were between 35 and 54.

*» Females exhibited higher risk of having an
MMPR in the first 10 years of service than
males.

*» Between 1991 and 2011, the number of
OB/GYN with MMPR decreased 52%, mostly
driven by a substantial decrease among
males; there was relatively little change
among females.

** The 3-year average payment amounts
iIndicated an upward trend even when
adjusted for inflation.

OB&GYN Medical Malpractice Payment Reports in the NPDB

| Total ||  Male ||  Female
Physician N % || N | % || N [ 9%
Characteristics | 19,765| 100.0[| 14,817| 100.0] 4,948] 100.0
Age as of 2011*"

2534 | 34  o02]| 8 o1 26 05
3544 | 1,263] 64| 472] 32| 791  16.0
4554 | a196]  212|| 2347 158|| 1,849 374
5564 | 5977] 302|| 4,428 299|| 1,549 313
6574 | 4407 223]] 3840 259 567 115

Years of service as of 2011**

<10yrs | 4960 251l 2711] 183 2,249
10-19yrs | 6767 342 4931 333 1,836
2029yrs | 4705| 238]| 4,104 27.7] 60
30-39yrs | 2578 13.0]] 2364 16.
40andover | 711] 36| 679  a.

Age at first malpractice payment report*”

2534 | 289%| 147|] 1,520 10.
35-44 | 7,25|  366| 4938 33
4554 | 5238 265 4367] 29
5564 | 2931 148|| 2,690 18
5-74 41| 5
Number of NPDB reports*
9,88 50.
3

5
14

Citizenship
74

US Native Born | 14,793 8 11,13 5.

US Naturalized | 1,068 5.4 7 5
Non US Citizen | 3,904]  19.8|| 2909  19.

* Significant relationship between female and male (p<0.05)
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" Under 25 and over 74 years old are excluded

®Years of service from graduation year as of 2011

Figure 1
OB&GYN Medical Malpractice Reports
1991 to 2011

1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003

2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010

0
Total | 2177 | 2256 | 2262 | 2124 | 2191 | 2205 | 2148 | 2113 | 2305 | 2333 | 2370 | 2101 | 2213 | 2097 | 1902 | 1606 | 1484 | 1412 | 1388 | 1229 | 1043
Female| 243 | 264 | 202 | 286 | 331 | 403 | 374 | 438 | 440 | 504 | 515 | 508 | 592 | 584 | 539 | 471 | 461 | 433 | 458 | 424 | 335
Male | 1934|1992 | 1970 | 1838|1860 | 1802 | 1774 | 1675 | 1865 | 1829 | 1855 | 1593 | 1621 | 1513 | 1363 | 1135 | 1023 | 979 | 930 | 805 | 708
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Figure 2
OB&GYN
3 Year Average Malpractice Payment Amounts
(Actual and Adjusted for Inflation)
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CONCLUSIONS

There are variations along age and gender
boundaries with regard to the medical
malpractice payment amounts.

In spite of the decrease Iin the number of
OB/GYN with MMPR, the 3-year average
payment amounts increased over the last
decade.

Additional studies are underway to investigate
gender variations among other physician
specialities.
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